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Review of PPG Activities in 2020  
 
What a roller coaster of a year!  The coronavirus pandemic has not only triggered profound changes 
to the way the surgery works, but it has also impacted greatly on the way we, as a PPG, have 
operated. We have had to rethink our priorities and channel our energies into working differently. 
One big change has been having to work remotely and I’d like to all PPG members for responding so 
well to the challenges of meeting online! 
 
A big thank you also to everyone who has stepped up when the need has arisen by contributing in 

lots of different ways to our projects. And also, of course, many thanks to Paula Dumolo and Sonia 

Senior at the surgery for their invaluable contribution to our work. 

 
Here’s a brief review of this year’s activities: 
 

• Under 18s health information sessions: John Taylor High School February 26th and 27th:   

The Roadshow was a great success! We organised 4 speakers to talk to the Year 10 students. 

We also arranged for a variety of information stands to be available for years 10-13 to visit 

at lunchtime. Alrewas Surgery had a stand too. We established good working relationships 

with Barton and Yoxall patient groups on this project. 

• Loneliness Project, Pop-In at the Bank Coffeehouse:  These get togethers took place before 

the outbreak of the pandemic. We have missed seeing everyone, but have managed to keep 

in touch by phone throughout the year.  The project was superseded by the role we took on 

to coordinate volunteers in Alrewas as a response to the pandemic.  

• Our response to Covid-19: So much to say, but here’s a snapshot! We started off by being 

part of the Village Covid-19 Help group, matching volunteers to people needing support, 

carrying out regular phone checks to ensure that all was going well, liaising with the surgery 

re clinical/social issues and contributing to the work of the village food group. We then took 

over responsibility for the village Covid-19 telephone support line and ‘Alrewas Volunteers’ 

was born. The team continues to do a magnificent job in helping and supporting our 

villagers and are busy developing the project and planning for the future.  

We have also attended a number of online meetings/training sessions organised by Support 

Staffordshire. 

Three of our members continue to do amazing work volunteering with the vaccine rollout at 

the Pirelli Stadium and Uttoxeter Racecourse.  

• Annual Patient Survey: We have played major role in producing and distributing the survey. 

• Newsletters:  Joint PPG/Surgery newsletters were produced in May, August and December 

2020 and in February 2021. 

• Defibrillators: We continue to maintain them and provide information about their use.  

• East Staffs District Engagement Group: To help keep us up to date on health decisions that 

affect us, the Chair has attended all of the six weekly online meetings.  

• New notice board outside the Pharmacy installed: This helps to raise our profile and to 

communicate important health-related messages. 
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Cancelled Activities 

• Dementia Awareness Raising Event: Organised by Yoxall Dementia Friends in collaboration 
with Alrewas and Barton patient groups. I think it would have been a very useful and 
interesting event and I’m hoping that it will be rescheduled in the future. I also agreed to 
join a working party to progress the organisation of the annual Memory Walk. This was also 
cancelled. 

• Presentation evening: This extra meeting was planned for Thursday 16th July.  Suggested 
speakers were:  David Harrison re. Yoxall’s Dementia Friendly Community Status, St Giles 
Hospice, Alrewas Parish Council representative. 

• Defibrillator and Emergency First Aid Training sessions: Plans were afoot to organise 
sessions in the Village Hall for around April time. 

 

Lorna Lewis 

PPG Chair 

February 2021 


